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308 The Old Testament Student. 

At the present time, the chief point of attack on the Bible, and 
on the religion of the Bible, by unbelievers, is the Old Testament. 
If, however, the Old Testament be rejected the New Testament must 
go with it — will go with it as a logical necessity. The only way of 
successfully defending the Old Testament foundation, and so of pre- 
serving the New Testament superstructure, is by a study of the Old 
Testament in conjunction with the New. That study in the Sunday 
Schools of America within the past twelve years has been a means of 
strengthening popular conviction in favor of both the Old Testament 
and the New. To diminish the prominence now given to Old Testa- 
ment study in our Sunday Schools generally, would be to weaken the 
defenses of Christianity, and to deprive both young and old of their 
rights, and of a means of their legitimate pleasure. 

H. Clay Trumbull, 

Philadelphia. 



BETTER ATTENTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

If we are going to abandon the Old Testament, we might as well 
abandon the New also, and substitute a selection of nice passages from 
all the best literature of the world, for our current Sunday School 
Lessons. What we want is not less attention to the Old Testament, 
but better attention to it — the bringing out of the Gospel that is in it, 
instead of trying to tack the Gospel to it. 

Willis J. Beecher, 

Auburn, N. Y. 



REASONS WHY SUNDAY SCHOOLS SHOULD STUDY THE 
OLD TESTAMENT. 

/. The New Testament cannot be understood without a knowledge 
of the Old. 

It is not merely nor chiefly that the Old Testament is quoted in 
the New, but the whole thinking of the Old Testament is inwoven 
into the New. The inspired authors were all (except Luke) Jews. 
They had been brought up on the Old Testament. With all, but Paul 
and Luke, it had been the one only book of their library, and with 
Paul it had been the subject of profoundest study. The New Testa- 
ment, therefore, like the Old, is a Jewish book. It is not a Roman, 
Grecian, or Egyptian book. It is a book that forms part of the one 
stream of revelation, and that is Jewish. Allusions to Jewish history 
and Jewish ecclesiastical customs abound in it, and often lie hidden 



